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ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF PAIR AND GROUP WORK
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Annotation:The strategies for organizing pupils in groups, paired and individual and
the impact each strategy has on performance.

Annotatsiya:Ushbu magqgolada juftlikda ishlash, guruhda ishlash afzalliklari va
kamchiliklari haqida so’z yuritilgan. Juftlikda va guruhlarda ishlashning samaradorligi,
o’quvchilar bilimini baholashda juftlik va guruhlarda ishlashning afzalliklari va
kamchiliklari hagida fikr yuritilgan.
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Classrooms are social settings; teaching and learning occur through social
interaction between teachers and students. In classrooms as few as two people can form
groups, as long as the paired individuals have mutual influence through communication
and mental contact. When the teacher engages the whole class in a learning activity
common to all, then everyone forms into a single group, or a "miniature society." The
students of a class form a miniature society with peers, teacher, and teaching assistants
in which they experience interdependence, interaction, common striving for goals, and
structure. Many subgroups in the class affect how the larger classroom society works and
how individuals relate to one another.

For teachers, pair work and group work can be excellent tools to promote student
interaction; individual work, on the other hand is easier to assess and often appeals to
students with intrapersonal intelligences. As a teacher it is important to vary groupings
depending on the goals and context of the activity and it is important to know what
supports to offer students for each situation. A benefit of students working together is
that, by explaining a concept or idea to peers, that idea or concept becomes clearer to
the student doing the explaining.

A skillful teacher makes groups when she/he wants to develop team spirit and co-
operation among the students. Doing something useful requires learning skills associated
with communication and cooperation as well as procedures associated with inquiry. In
some cases it is beneficial to assign roles (with "job titles") to members of groups and to
consciously establish heterogeneous groupings. It also seems important to communicate
explicit expectations for both individuals and groups and to structure activities so
interdependence is essential to successfully completing the assigned tasks. It is also
important, however, to not provide too much direct guidance to groups; collaborative
problem solving is to be encouraged over "getting the right answers". Blosser suggested
that various cooperative learning strategies seem particularly useful in classrooms. In
general, once students learned how to work productively in groups, one should resist the
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temptation to jump in too early and put the students on the right path. An essential part
of the learning is finding out how to identify a path of inquiry and negotiate the path in
collaboration with others. It is said "If we expect students to work together, we must
teach them social skills just as purposefully and precisely as we teach them academic
skills".

In individual type of student work, the benefits are that students work at their own
pace, they are confident about what they know and what they need to send more time
on, they can use their preferred learning styles and strategies. The disadvantage is that
students don't get the benefit of learning from peers as well as working with their peers.
Individual type of student work is suitable when teacher wants students to do their final
task or assignment. In paired type of student work, the advantages are that students have
the chance to work with and learn from their peers; struggling students can learn from
more capable peers; it is especially useful for students who prefer interpersonal learning
settings. There are challenges involved in paired work. If students are not matched up
well (i.e. low students together, high students together, a higher student with a low
student but they don't work well together, etc.) pair work won't be useful; the ability of
the students to work in this way needs to be taken into consideration. Paired work is
suitable in inductive learning activities in which instead of explaining a given concept and
following this explanation with examples, the teacher presents students with many
examples showing how the concept is used. The intent is for students to notice by way of
the examples, how the concept works. As a conclusion to the activity, the teacher can ask
the students to explain the rule as a final check that they understand the concept.

Group type of student work also have benefits and challenges. It involve benefits
such as it provides more opportunity for practice, an increased variety of activities is
possible and an increased student creativity. The challenges may be that as with pair
work, the groups must be carefully selected to ensure students can work productively;
not all students are able to work to their full potential in this situation; assessment of
student progress can be challenging. By dividing the class into groups students get more
opportunities to talk than in full class organization and each student can say something.
When learners work in pairs or groups it is impossible for the teacher to listen and correct
all the mistakes they make and this is not the purpose of the activity. However, he/she
can reduce the number of mistakes before the students start working by demonstrating
the activity to the class first and by asking pairs or groups to perform in front of the class
afterwards and discussing what they said and pointing out the most common mistakes.

Each type of work that may be individual, pair and group has its place in the
classroom. As the above table shows, there are certain pros and cons of each approach,
but all can be connected to theory dealing with effective language learning. Some
activities and topics may be best suited to one particular style of work, but the key is to
use variety and give students a sufficient number of opportunities to work and learn from
one another.
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