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To listen, we need to make a conscious effort not to just hear what people are saying but 

to take it in, digest it and understand. Not only does listening enhance your ability to 

understand better and make you a better communicator, it also makes the experience of 

speaking to you more enjoyable to other people. 

Why are listening skills important in English? 

First, effective listening can help you become a better student. Second, effective 

listening can help you become more effective in your interpersonal relationships. Third, 

effective listening can lead others to perceive you as more intelligent. Lastly, effective 

listening can help you become a stronger public speaker.Listening is vital in the language 

classroom because it provides input for the learner. Without understanding input at the right 

level, any learning simply cannot begin. they hear is an impetus, not an obstacle, to 

interaction and learning.As students grow in interest and become more deliberate in their 

knowledge of tasks and lessons, active listening fosters meaningful, engaged learning for 

them.Gaining proficiency in hearing is an essential part of learning a language, particularly 

for those studying a foreign language. Good listening techniques support language learners' 

acquisition of general language competency in addition to helping them comprehend spoken 

language. The methods for enhancing foreign language learners' listening abilities will be 

covered in this article. 

1.Active Engagement with Authentic Materials: To expose students to language usage 

in the real world, encourage them to actively engage with authentic materials like podcasts, 

films, and news broadcasts.Offer a diverse range of listening resources to familiarize students 

with varying accents, tempos, and settings. 

2.Structured Listening Exercises:Implement structured listening exercises that focus on 

specific skills, such as identifying key information, understanding context, and recognizing 

main ideas.Gradually increase the complexity of exercises to challenge learners and promote 

continuous improvement. 
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3.Vocabulary Expansion through Listening: To improve word recognition and 

comprehension, incorporate vocabulary-building activities into listening exercises. Promote 

the use of context clues to infer meanings of unfamiliar terms encountered during listening 

activities. 

4.Active Note-Taking: Teach students how to take insightful notes while they listen, 

highlighting important concepts, ideas, and pertinent details.Encourage the development of 

symbols or shorthand that will make taking notes more effective without sacrificing 

understanding. 

5.Interactive Listening Techniques: To encourage active communication and 

comprehension, use interactive listening techniques including role-playing, language games, 

and group debates.Give students the chance to practice listening and responding in real time, 

simulating real-world communication situations. 

6.Progressive Difficulty Levels:Design listening activities with a progressive difficulty 

curve, starting with simpler tasks and gradually advancing to more complex challenges.Tailor 

difficulty levels to match learners' proficiency, ensuring a gradual but steady improvement. 

7.Feedback and Reflection: Point out areas for growth and strengths in the listening 

activities you've completed.Encourage students to think back on their listening experiences 

and note which tactics worked well and which still need more attention. 

8.Cultural Integration: To improve learners' comprehension of idioms, cultural nuances, 

and contextual signals, incorporate cultural elements into listening activities.Encourage an 

understanding of the linguistic context in which the language is used, as this will improve 

communication. 

Real-life listening: what is it? In real life, listening typically involves communication 

between the speaker and the listener. Of course, there are many situations in which this isn't 

the case, such as when you're watching TV, listening to a lecture, or hearing announcements 

at a train or airport.Actually, listening is equally as crucial as speaking. Being a good listener 

helps solve problems, reduce disagreements, and strengthen relationships. In the office, 

attentive listening results in reduced mistakes, less time lost, and increased accuracy. Good 

listening fosters professional and friendship development.The capacity to accurately receive 

and analyze signals during a communication exchange is known as listening. The secret to 

any successful communication is listening. Messages are readily misinterpreted when one 

cannot listen well. 

Listening strategies in IELTS system 

•Read the instructions before the start of each recording,so you know how many words 

you should write.The word limit includes all articles and prepositions.Do not go above the 

word limit or your answer will be marked incorrect. 

•Underline the keywords in the questions and options before you listen.Underlining the 

keywords around each blank can help you listen more effectively. 

•Before each recording starts read the questions and information carefully to get the gist 

of the recording. 

•Ask yourself who is talking and what they are talking about. 
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•Analyse the questions and decide what type of information is required for each 

blank.This may include information such as a price,name or time. 

•Elimnate options in multiple choice questions by putting a mark (such as a cross)next 

to them when you are sure they are wrong. 

•Try to re-phrase the notes and questions in your own words.This could help you to 

identify the moment when the speaker is about to give the correct answer. 

•Listen for any synonyms or paraphrases that have the same meaning as the information 

you expect to hear; sometimes you will hear the correct answer said in a different way. 

•Keep an ear out for any indication that the speaker is going to address the 

questions.They most likely won't utilize the same words that are in the question. 

•Avoid exceeding the allotted word count in your writing.Just write what you hear, 

without editing. 

•Do not worry if you miss an answer; just keep listening.If not, you'll also miss the 

following query! 

•Make sure each question has a response included.You won't be penalized for incorrect 

responses. 

You can enhance your listening abilities by engaging in "active listening." Here's where 

you intentionally try to hear what the other person is saying, but even more crucial, try to get 

the entire message they're trying to convey.You can prevent misunderstandings and conflict 

by practicing active listening. It may have a favorable effect on your relationships and 

productivity. Active listening makes sure that people feel heard when they're speaking, which 

is crucial!Effective listening is an essential ability for both personal and professional settings. 

They promote understanding, help people communicate effectively, and strengthen bonds 

between people. Active listening demonstrates respect, empathy, and a readiness to fully 

understand the viewpoints of others. Improving our listening abilities can help us work 

together more effectively, solve problems more effectively, and establish deeper connections 

with people. It is a constant process that calls for patience, experience, and a dedication to 

keeping getting better. We may improve as communicators and contribute to more 

meaningful and rewarding relationships in all spheres of our life by emphasizing and 

developing our listening skills. Prioritizing self-care, utilizing counseling services or other 

university resources, and keeping lines of communication open with loved ones are all critical 

for students. 

“If we explicitly taught listening skills to every child, we would likely see benefits in 

terms of their ability to acquire knowledge and skills in a range of contexts.” 

Use a range of media, such as sound files, podcasts, slideshows, movies, and other 

digital content, to create captivating listening activities.Give pupils tasks to complete in order 

to show that they comprehend. Create gap-fill activities, model imitation tasks, and many 

other types of exercises with ease using Connect.Students can practice having conversations 

in pairs or small groups with ease. After all, only when both parties are paying attention to 

one other can a conversation be productive and pleasurable!Provide students with the 

exercise and resources on any device, such as computers, Chromebooks, or tablets, at any 

time, from any physical place with internet connectivity.Use Connect's feedback feature to 



Международный научный журнал                                                                        № 18(100), часть 1 
«Новости образования: исследование в XXI веке»                                               Февраля , 2024 
 

372 
 

offer thorough input. Pupils can listen to the original audio content again to see where 

changes need to be made right away.I suppose what I'm attempting to convey is the 

importance of listening. I've encountered a lot of folks who, simply by understanding what 

they hear, are totally functional in the language of their choice since the aforementioned 

failure.When you give it some thought, it's not that shocking. EVERY complex skill is made 

up of multiple smaller components. These elements are made up of even smaller 

components.To put it simply, communication is the ability to express oneself and 

comprehend what is being said. However, as I have so painfully discovered, listening is far 

more important. Any social interaction is made possible by that.Since then, I've made 

speaking and listening the foundation of my language abilities. These abilities call for a quick 

response.Accept the fact that it will take a while for you to fully comprehend everything.As 

much as it is feasible, listen. As you perform home tasks, listen. When you're in the gym, do 

it. When driving, pay attention. You comprehend. LISTEN!When something is unclear to 

you, try not to become upset over it. Your worst adversary while learning is stress. Similar to 

throat singing in Tibet. At first, it will be difficult for you to comprehend. I guess I should 

practice making comparisons.And you softie, don't give up under any circumstances! Smile 

and persevere!Avoid translating into your original language. You should be totally focused 

on a speaker, not the translation process.Play some music you like.Before you start listening, 

get ready. You can usually find out what the news or show is about. This understanding 

allows you to prepare your vocabulary in advance. Try coming up with a list of possible 

words if you're unsure about them.Eliminate distractions; the reason is obvious. Surprisingly, 

since you already know a lot about them, they're a welcome addition because they help you 

practice listening more naturally.Decide on an objective. You can listen for stress, melody, 

tones, sounds, and meaning.Try gamifying your practice if you find listening to be really 

boring. For example, award yourself one point each time you hear a word that begins with P. 

or sip one Tequila shot. Just make sure you're having fun!Develop your ability to recognize 

sound. Are you familiar with the sounds that make up your target language? Not at all? 

proceed to this series' third installment. This kind of information can really improve your 

comprehension speed!Observe the how the language alters when it is spoken. I cannot 

emphasize this more. You'll advance much more quickly if you understand how the sounds 

relate to one another and when they are added or removed! 

Foreign language learners can greatly improve their listening skills by using a 

multifaceted approach that includes authentic materials, structured exercises, vocabulary 

expansion, active note-taking, interactive practices, progressive difficulty levels, feedback, 

reflection, and cultural integration. This all-encompassing method fosters competency as well 

as a deeper comprehension of the language and its cultural quirks.Exposure to real materials, 

active listening exercises, vocabulary development, repeated listening, interactive activities, 

feedback, and technological use are all necessary for foreign language learners to improve 

their listening abilities. These approaches can help foreign language learners improve their 

listening comprehension and increase the amount of fluency they have in spoken language by 

implementing them into their language study regimen.Remember that improving listening 

skills takes time and consistent practice. By incorporating these tips into your language 
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learning routine, you can enhance your ability to understand and interpret spoken language 

effectively. 
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