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Annotation: This research paper provides an in-depth examination of the synthesis and 

purification of furylacrolein, an acrolein derivative. The study encompasses the reaction 

process involving sodium hydroxide, furfural, and acetaldehyde, as well as purification 

methods, including recrystallization, superheated steam distillation, and vacuum distillation. 

This comprehensive work contributes to the understanding of organic synthesis and the 

potential applications of furylacrolein. 
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Abstract: This research paper elucidates the synthesis and purification of furylacrolein, 

an intriguing derivative of acrolein. The synthesis process involves the reaction of sodium 

hydroxide with furfural and acetaldehyde under controlled conditions, resulting in the 

formation of needle-shaped crystals of furylacrolein. Furthermore, the purification of 

furylacrolein is explored through multiple techniques, including recrystallization, superheated 

steam distillation, and vacuum distillation. The study not only contributes to the knowledge of 

organic synthesis but also opens avenues for the potential application of furylacrolein in 

various fields. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 Acrolein, a vital chemical compound used in various industrial applications, has sparked 

considerable interest due to its reactivity and versatile nature. Among its derivatives, 

furylacrolein stands out as an intriguing compound with potential uses in the fields of 

chemistry and beyond. This paper aims to present a comprehensive investigation into the 

synthesis and purification of furylacrolein, shedding light on its formation and potential 

applications. 

Experimental Section 

Synthesis of Furylacrolein. To initiate the synthesis process, 7 grams of sodium 

hydroxide were dissolved in 1400 ml of water. Subsequently, 100 grams of freshly distilled 

furfural were added to the solution, which was cooled to 0°C while stirring continuously for 15 

minutes. With meticulous temperature control, 60 grams of acetaldehyde, dissolved in 300 ml 

of water, were added evenly through a dropping funnel over a span of 5 hours. Notably, 

needle-shaped crystals of furylacrolein precipitated approximately 45-50 minutes after the 

commencement of acetaldehyde addition. 

Upon the completion of acetaldehyde addition, the reaction mixture was allowed to stand 

for 1.5-2 hours, facilitating the formation of furylacrolein crystals. These crystals were 

subsequently isolated by suction filtration, washed 2-3 times with cold water, squeezed, and 

dried in a controlled environment, either in the absence of light or within a desiccator 

containing calcium chloride. 
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Purification of Furylacrolein. The furylacrolein obtained from the synthesis was 

subjected to purification through multiple techniques, including recrystallization, superheated 

steam distillation, and vacuum distillation. Each of these methods served to refine the 

furylacrolein, ensuring its purity and suitability for various applications. 

Results and discussion.The synthesis of furylacrolein through the reaction of sodium 

hydroxide, furfural, and acetaldehyde resulted in the formation of needle-shaped crystals, 

indicating the successful production of the compound. The subsequent purification steps, such 

as recrystallization and distillation, further enhanced the quality of the furylacrolein, rendering 

it suitable for various applications, including chemical synthesis and research. 

Conclusion. The synthesis and purification of furylacrolein, a derivative of acrolein, have 

been successfully demonstrated in this study. The controlled reaction of sodium hydroxide, 

furfural, and acetaldehyde, followed by purification through recrystallization and distillation, 

has yielded high-quality furylacrolein. This work not only contributes to the knowledge of 

organic synthesis but also opens doors to potential applications of furylacrolein in various 

scientific and industrial domains. Furylacrolein's distinct properties and reactivity make it a 

compound of significant interest for future research and development. 
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