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Abstract: This article investigates the influence of task complexity on the development 

of reproductive skills in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students. Reproductive skills, 

encompassing listening and reading comprehension, are crucial for language learners' 

proficiency. The study explores how varying task complexities affect EFL students' 

acquisition and application of reproductive skills. The research synthesizes existing 

literature, examining methodologies, findings, and theoretical frameworks to elucidate the 

relationship between task complexity and reproductive skill development. The conclusion 

provides insights into implications for EFL pedagogy and avenues for future research. 

Keywords: Task complexity, reproductive skills, EFL students, listening 

comprehension, reading comprehension, language acquisition. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In the realm of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) education, the development of 

reproductive skills, notably listening and reading comprehension, is pivotal for learners' 

linguistic proficiency. Reproductive skills constitute the foundation upon which 

communicative competence is built, facilitating learners' ability to understand and respond to 

spoken and written discourse. Task complexity, defined by the cognitive demands and 

intricacy inherent in language learning activities, emerges as a crucial factor influencing the 

acquisition and refinement of reproductive skills among EFL students. This article delves into 

the intricate interplay between task complexity and the development of reproductive skills, 

aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding of their relationship. 

Central to the process of reproductive skill acquisition is the concept of task complexity, 

a multifaceted construct that encompasses the cognitive demands inherent in language 

learning activities. Task complexity, as conceptualized by scholars such as Skehan (1998), 

encompasses various dimensions, including linguistic complexity, cognitive complexity, and 

communicative complexity, each exerting distinct influences on learners' engagement and 

cognitive processing. Within the realm of EFL pedagogy, understanding the intricate 

interplay between task complexity and reproductive skill development is paramount, as it 

informs the design and implementation of instructional strategies tailored to learners' 

cognitive needs and proficiency levels. 

While the significance of task complexity in language learning has been widely 

acknowledged, empirical investigations into its specific impact on reproductive skills 

development among EFL students remain relatively limited. Thus, there exists a compelling 

imperative to delve deeper into this complex relationship, unraveling the mechanisms through 
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which varying task complexities influence learners' acquisition and application of listening 

and reading comprehension skills. 

By elucidating the interconnections between task complexity and reproductive skill 

development, educators can glean valuable insights into the cognitive processes underlying 

language learning. Moreover, such insights furnish a theoretical framework for designing 

pedagogical interventions aimed at optimizing learners' engagement and enhancing their 

comprehension abilities. Consequently, this article embarks on an exploration of the impact 

of task complexity on the development of reproductive skills in EFL students, synthesizing 

existing literature to unravel the intricate dynamics shaping language acquisition and 

proficiency. Through this endeavor, we endeavor to contribute to the ongoing discourse 

surrounding effective EFL pedagogy, offering practical implications for educators and 

avenues for future research. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The exploration of task complexity in language learning has garnered significant 

attention in educational research. Skehan (1998) introduced the concept of task complexity, 

delineating it as a multifaceted construct encompassing various dimensions such as linguistic 

complexity, cognitive complexity, and communicative complexity. Studies by Robinson 

(2001) and Ellis (2005) further elucidated the impact of task complexity on language 

acquisition, highlighting its role in promoting cognitive engagement and linguistic 

development among learners. 

Within the realm of reproductive skills development, task complexity manifests in 

diverse forms, shaping learners' engagement and cognitive processing. In a study by 

Robinson (2005), varying task complexities were found to influence learners' attentional 

focus and strategic processing during listening comprehension tasks. Similarly, investigations 

by Skehan (2009) demonstrated the differential effects of task complexity on reading 

comprehension, with more complex tasks eliciting deeper cognitive processing and enhanced 

comprehension among learners. 

Moreover, the role of task complexity in fostering language production skills has been 

explored extensively. Studies by Foster and Skehan (1996) and Robinson (2007) underscored 

the facilitative effects of task complexity on language output, emphasizing its role in 

promoting accuracy, fluency, and complexity in learners' oral and written production. 

Despite the wealth of research on task complexity and language learning, empirical 

evidence pertaining specifically to its impact on reproductive skills development among EFL 

students remains relatively scarce. Thus, there exists a compelling need to investigate how 

varying task complexities influence the acquisition and application of reproductive skills in 

EFL contexts, elucidating the mechanisms underlying this intricate relationship. 

The investigation into task complexity within the realm of language learning has been a 

focal point of scholarly inquiry, drawing from diverse theoretical frameworks and 

methodological approaches to elucidate its multifaceted nature and implications for language 

acquisition. Central to this discourse is the seminal work of Michael H. Long and Peter 

Skehan, who pioneered the conceptualization of task complexity as a key determinant of 

language learning outcomes. Long (1985) introduced the notion of task complexity, framing 
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it within a cognitive perspective that emphasized the role of cognitive demands in shaping 

learners' engagement and linguistic development. Building upon Long's foundational 

framework, Skehan (1998) further delineated the dimensions of task complexity, including 

linguistic, cognitive, and communicative aspects, thus laying the groundwork for subsequent 

research in the field. 

Robinson's (2001) triadic framework for examining task influences on second language 

acquisition (SLA) provided a comprehensive lens through which to analyze the intricate 

interplay between task complexity, cognitive resources, and syllabus design. By elucidating 

the differential effects of task complexity on language learning outcomes, Robinson's 

framework underscored the need for a nuanced understanding of the cognitive processes 

underlying task performance and their implications for SLA pedagogy. Subsequent studies by 

Robinson (2005) and Skehan (2009) further expanded upon this conceptual framework, 

exploring the role of task complexity in promoting cognitive engagement, linguistic accuracy, 

and fluency among language learners. 

Within the domain of reproductive skills development, task complexity emerges as a 

critical determinant of learners' comprehension and retention of spoken and written discourse. 

In the realm of listening comprehension, studies by Vandergrift (2007) and Goh (2008) 

highlighted the differential effects of task complexity on learners' listening strategies and 

comprehension abilities. Vandergrift's (2007) cognitive model of listening comprehension 

posited that task complexity influences the allocation of cognitive resources during listening 

tasks, thereby shaping learners' attentional focus and strategic processing. Similarly, Goh 

(2008) identified task familiarity, linguistic complexity, and cognitive demands as key factors 

influencing learners' performance on listening tasks, underscoring the need for task design 

that strikes a balance between challenge and accessibility. 

Moreover, task complexity exerts a profound impact on reading comprehension, 

shaping learners' interaction with written texts and their ability to extract meaning effectively. 

Studies by Carrell (1989) and Hammadou (1991) revealed the differential effects of task 

complexity on reading comprehension strategies and textual processing among language 

learners. Carrell's (1989) cognitive model of reading comprehension emphasized the role of 

task complexity in promoting strategic reading behaviors, such as inferencing, 

summarization, and evaluation, which are essential for deep comprehension and textual 

analysis. Similarly, Hammadou (1991) identified task familiarity, text length, and cognitive 

demands as critical determinants of learners' performance on reading tasks, highlighting the 

need for task design that scaffolds learners' cognitive development and fosters strategic 

reading skills. 

Despite the wealth of research on task complexity and language learning, empirical 

investigations specifically targeting its impact on reproductive skills development among 

EFL students remain relatively sparse. Thus, there exists a compelling imperative to delve 

deeper into this complex relationship, examining how varying task complexities influence 

learners' acquisition and application of listening and reading comprehension skills in EFL 

contexts. By synthesizing existing literature and elucidating the mechanisms underlying this 

intricate interplay, scholars can inform the design and implementation of instructional 
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strategies aimed at optimizing learners' engagement and enhancing their reproductive skills 

proficiency. Through this endeavor, we aim to contribute to the ongoing discourse 

surrounding effective EFL pedagogy, offering practical implications for educators and 

avenues for future research. 

The Impact of Task Complexity on Reproductive Skills in EFL Students: 

The development of reproductive skills, encompassing listening and reading 

comprehension, is intricately intertwined with task complexity in EFL education. Task 

complexity influences the cognitive processes and strategies employed by learners during 

language learning activities, thereby shaping their comprehension and retention of spoken 

and written discourse. 

In the context of listening comprehension, task complexity dictates the level of 

cognitive engagement required from EFL students. Tasks characterized by higher levels of 

linguistic and cognitive complexity, such as authentic audio recordings with accompanying 

comprehension questions, challenge learners to decipher nuanced linguistic features and 

extract key information from multifaceted discourse. Consequently, engaging with such 

complex tasks fosters the development of critical listening skills, including inferencing, 

summarization, and synthesis, thereby enhancing learners' overall listening proficiency. 

Similarly, in the realm of reading comprehension, task complexity plays a pivotal role 

in shaping learners' interaction with written texts. Complex reading tasks, such as authentic 

texts with embedded comprehension questions or inferential tasks requiring textual analysis, 

compel EFL students to employ advanced cognitive strategies to extract meaning and 

construct coherent interpretations. By grappling with the linguistic intricacies and conceptual 

nuances embedded within complex texts, learners refine their comprehension skills, 

expanding their vocabulary repertoire and improving their ability to comprehend and analyze 

written discourse effectively. 

Furthermore, the impact of task complexity extends beyond mere comprehension to 

encompass language production skills. Engaging with complex listening and reading tasks 

prompts learners to synthesize and rearticulate information, fostering the development of oral 

and written expression skills. By challenging EFL students to formulate responses and 

articulate their interpretations, complex tasks stimulate language output and promote 

linguistic fluency, accuracy, and complexity. 

In the realm of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) education, the development of 

reproductive skills, particularly listening and reading comprehension, is pivotal for learners' 

linguistic proficiency. These skills form the backbone of language acquisition, serving as the 

gateway to effective communication and comprehension in English-speaking environments. 

Task complexity, a multifaceted construct encompassing various dimensions such as 

linguistic intricacy, cognitive demands, and communicative challenges, emerges as a critical 

factor influencing the acquisition and refinement of reproductive skills among EFL students. 

    Listening Comprehension: 

    Task complexity exerts a significant influence on EFL students' engagement and 

comprehension during listening activities. Tasks characterized by higher levels of linguistic 

complexity, such as authentic audio recordings featuring natural speech patterns and varied 
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accents, challenge learners to decipher nuanced linguistic features and extract key 

information. Additionally, tasks incorporating cognitive complexity, such as inferential 

questions or summarization tasks, compel students to engage in higher-order thinking 

processes, thereby enhancing their comprehension abilities. By exposing learners to a diverse 

range of listening tasks, educators can scaffold their cognitive development and foster the 

acquisition of critical listening skills, including inferencing, synthesizing information, and 

discerning main ideas from supporting details. 

    Reading Comprehension: 

    Similarly, task complexity plays a pivotal role in shaping EFL students' interaction 

with written texts and their ability to comprehend and analyze complex linguistic structures. 

Tasks characterized by linguistic complexity, such as authentic texts with rich vocabulary and 

varied sentence structures, challenge learners to employ effective reading strategies to extract 

meaning and infer implicit information. Additionally, tasks incorporating cognitive 

complexity, such as critical reading tasks or text analysis activities, promote deep 

comprehension and textual interpretation, fostering learners' ability to synthesize information 

and construct coherent responses. By engaging with diverse reading tasks of varying 

complexities, students develop a repertoire of reading strategies, including skimming, 

scanning, and inferencing, which are essential for navigating authentic texts in English-

speaking contexts. 

    Language Production Skills: 

    Furthermore, the impact of task complexity extends beyond mere comprehension to 

encompass language production skills, including oral and written expression. Engaging with 

complex listening and reading tasks prompts EFL students to synthesize and rearticulate 

information, fostering the development of oral fluency and written proficiency. Tasks that 

require learners to formulate responses, such as summarizing a lecture or writing a critical 

analysis of a text, stimulate language output and promote accuracy, fluency, and complexity 

in students' oral and written production. Moreover, by challenging students to articulate their 

interpretations and insights, complex tasks cultivate learners' communicative competence and 

empower them to express themselves effectively in English. 

    Pedagogical Implications: 

    Understanding the nuanced interplay between task complexity and reproductive skill 

development has profound implications for EFL pedagogy. Educators can leverage task 

complexity as a strategic tool for scaffolding learners' cognitive development and fostering 

their language proficiency. By carefully designing and sequencing tasks of varying 

complexities, instructors can create a supportive learning environment that challenges 

students while providing opportunities for meaningful engagement and skill development. 

Moreover, incorporating authentic materials and real-world tasks into the curriculum can 

enhance the authenticity and relevance of language learning experiences, thereby promoting 

learners' motivation and engagement. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, task complexity exerts a profound influence on the development of 

reproductive skills in EFL students, shaping their engagement, comprehension, and language 
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production abilities. By exposing learners to tasks of varying complexities, educators can 

scaffold their cognitive development and foster the acquisition of critical listening and 

reading skills. Moreover, understanding the nuanced interplay between task complexity and 

reproductive skill development provides valuable insights for EFL pedagogy, informing the 

design and implementation of effective instructional strategies tailored to learners' cognitive 

needs and proficiency levels. Moving forward, further research exploring the intricate 

dynamics of task complexity in EFL contexts is warranted, offering avenues for continued 

inquiry and innovation in language education. 
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