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The emirate tried to completely subjugate the territories of Eastern Bukhara,
which operated as independent principalities in the Emirate of Bukhara. In the
geographical area called Eastern Bukhara, there were 9 principalities: Boysun, Denov,
Qabadian, Korgontepa, Kolob, Baljuvan, Hisar, Sarijoi, Sherabad principalities [1 ].

The colonial government began to study Hisar Bek, a major center in the Eastern
Bukhara Emirate[2].

According to N.A. Maev, the word "Hisar" means "fence" according to the local
population, and it was a naturally fortified territory surrounded by the Bobotog and
Ghazimalik ridges [3].

In 1875, by the order of the Governor General of Turkestan, K. P. Kaufman, an
expedition was organized for the purpose of in-depth study of the territories from the
Hisar mountain range to the Amudarya and the Qalob Beg.

An article about the results of the Hisar expedition was published in issue No. 28
of 1875 of the "Turkestansky Vedomosti" newspaper [4].

Column articles on the pages of Mavtbuot provide information about the Hisar
province and its subordinate territories and their toponomic names. "Hisor Bek" was
considered the most important among the Beks. Hisor was subordinated to the
Bukhara Emirate when it was powerful, and suddenly declared its independence when
it became weak [5].

The most important cities in the Hisar region are Denov, Sariosiya, Begar, Kolob.
For example, the word "Hisor" is also called Bashguzar or Hisortepa. The emir of
Bukhara (Amir Muzaffar) welcomes the members of the expedition with an open face.
The emir also sends Yunuskhoja, who has been to Hisar three times, who knows the
land well. Information about the territory of the Hisar region, which is located 330
versts from Samarkand, and is managed by the son of the emir, Said Abdul Momin. was
established in 1875 by the direct order of the Governor General of Turkestan for the
purpose of in-depth study of the territories from the Hisar mountain ranges to the
Amudarya and to the Golab Beg. And finally, N.A. was part of the Hisar expedition. In
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addition to Maev, F. Schwartz, the lieutenant responsible for marking the path from the
Book to the Counter, D.M. Vishnevsky, translator Yu. Kazbekov, photographer
Kulvitsov are included. It is noted that the expedition officially set off on the 3rd day of
September 1875[6].

Also, at that time, an article titled "Hissar and Kulab" was published in the foreign
press. The "Hissar Expedition” of 1875 was formed to explore the country between the
Hisar mountains and the Amu, and the districts of Hisar and Kolab, bordering on the
Amu, were very famous cities. The wide and fertile valleys of Surkhan, the plain of
Kurgantoba in Lower Vakhsh or Surkhab, and the plain of Kolob, which extends as it
approaches the Khavalin gorge, the Takhta Karacha pass on the road from Samarkand
to Kitab is 5,180 feet high, and the Oqrabot pass on the road from Karshi to Sherabod
is 4,590 feet high, Darvaz, Amu, and Hisar. passes between the mountains, some of the
most important being:-Faizabad Pass, in the Wakhsh Valley from Faizabad to Narak,
3350 feet. From Guli Zin, on the road from Wakhsh to Baljuvan, we can see that the
topographic information is given as passing 3580 feet [7].

During the expedition, information will be given about the cities and villages of
Hisar region, their toponomy, historical geography. One such large center city is Hisar
Bey, where the oldest person in Bukhara Emirate was elected as bey. The Bek of Hisar
is associated with the name of Astanaqul Kushbegi Qul, one of the uncles of the emir of
Bukhara. It was necessary. The foreman received 10 rubles 80 kopek per month. It was
equal to the price of 5 horses. In addition, there were two positions of foreman, the
second foreman received 7 rubles 80 kopecks, and the third foreman received 1 ruble
65 kopecks.

Beck's secretariat was headed by five mirzas. The chief mirzanavis also worked as
the secretary of the beg. The Hisar Bek consisted of 23 estates, each of which was
headed by an amlokdar. In addition, there were also the positions of "Arbob" and
"Alliq". They were the closest people of the beg. Also, servants loyal to the beg were
called "chargas". For example, there were 11 navkars in Dashtinovvot, 8 in Sariosia,
and 11 in Sarijo[2].

Also, in the information of the expedition, information is given about the cities of
the Surkhan oasis, Boysun. Boisun is an ancient city and consists of Uzbek villages
inhabited mainly by Khungirats. Boysun word "Boy-shin" means "the place where the
rich sit". Boysun is the city with the most beautiful nature and health opportunities in
Central Asia. Five thousand people lived in Boysun, and it is said that they are mostly
bells. Boisun is a city with a constant wind blowing cold climate at an altitude of 3410
feet, according to the press pages. The members of the expedition describe the
historical topography of the road from Boysun to Denov:

- The shortest way from Boyson to Denov through Qayrag, i.e. the way known as
"Playful Goat" among the local people;

- From Boysun through Darband to Sarikamish, Sarikamish is located near Denov.
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- Dirt Horse Trail from White Pine. When you leave this trail, you can see the
beginning of Surkhan. Also, the members of the expedition report that they saw the
Topolong river, which is the beginning of the Surkhan river, popularly known as
"Faizbakhsh" [1].

One of such historical areas is Denov Bek. It is said in the accounts of the
expedition: We came to Sarikamish in the land of Hisar and settled in the village of
Shodiboy. It was 32 versts from Shodiboy to Denov. We saw 13 villages from here to
Denov. These are Mirshodi, Ago-buloq, Jindi-buloq, Bozhoklok, Batash, Kunpeykhan,
Chakcha, Khatirchi, Ammaksoy, Karsag'on, Qalluq (Qallug was the summer residence
of the Denov Bey), Ipakhoja and Kongai. The term Yurchi is a Turkic word that means
"guide". The land between Denov and Yurchi resembles a well-cultivated garden
covered with various trees. There is plenty of water in the vicinity of Yurchi and
Denov, these lands are supplied with water by the Khujaipok river flowing from the
Khujaipok gorge, the mountain on which this gorge is located is visible from Yurchi.
The Denov and Yurchi principalities had the same status as Kitab and Shakhrisabz in
the Kashkadarya Valley in the Surkhan Valley. Both cities (Denov and Yurchi) were the
center of two separate kingdoms and had mutual alliance and friendship. In order to
help each other in case of danger, both Beliks built their fortresses as close to each
other as possible.

According to the information of "Hisor Expedition”, Denov means "New village"
when translated from Tajik. From Denov, Yurchi Kashkadarya is similar to Kitab.
Denov and Yurchi are cities with large maple trees and beautiful nature. It drinks
water from Khojaypok and Sangardak Darya. N.A. Maev's information about Sherabad
is noteworthy. According to his description, the city of Sherabad is the administrative
and commercial center of the Sherabad region. Merchants from Bukhara and Balkh
come to the Sherabad market. He informs us that wool and bales of cotton sent to
Bukhara and Karshi are bought here. , writing about the Sherabad fortress, notes that
it was built on a hill surrounded by three rows of walls.

In the press pages, the following information is given about Dashnabad, another
region of the Surkhan oasis: Dashti Novot is a large and rich village, famous for its
sweet pomegranates.

Dashti Novot enriched the markets of the Bukhara emirate with pomegranates. It
is said that only Shahrisabz pomegranates could compete with this pomegranate. The
distance from Sarijoi to Dashnabad was 24 versts [8].

Caravans loaded with cotton, wheat and flax were going to the cities of the
Bukhara Emirate in the Surkhan oasis in Hisar region.

Also, the members of the expedition give information about the cities of Qalob,
Regar, Fayziabad, Dushanbe, Boljuvan of Hisar region [9].

Along the way, they will also be in Termiz and have given the following
information:
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Termiz, located on the banks of the Amudarya and Surkhan rivers, was called Gul-
Gul in ancient times, it was a rich and powerful city during the campaigns of Alexander
the Great, and it was a city with large markets and canals in the estates of Ibn Batuta
and Klavikh, which were destroyed by the armies of Genghis Khan. Termiz is also
famous for its vineyards and quince gardens. Termiz is located 36 versts away from
Kakaidi on the banks of Surkhan. From Kakaidi to Termiz and Sherabod, Kapchigai
mentions that there are villages of Aqqorgan, Arpapoya, Kumgqorgan and
Karvontushdi. It was 56 versts from Kapchigai to Boysun[10].

In conclusion, it should be noted that the "Hisor expedition" is of great
importance in studying the historical geography, historical toponomy, social and
economic life of the Surkhan oasis, especially the services of N.A. Maev.
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